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OF THE UNITED 8TATES, WITHIN THE MEAKINGOF TITLE 18, BECTIONS 793
AND 794y OF THE U.8. CODE, AS AMENDED, IT8 TAANIMINSIOK OR REVE-
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THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

50X1

SOURCE

Locatlon 50X1

lQ

50X1 ‘ | The plent is locat®d on & roed which runs parsllel
to the main route from Leningrad to Tallin. When the Soviets inveded Estonia
in 1940, their tanke traversed this roesd from eest toc west. The plant is
located spproximately 40 miles weet of Narve and about the same diszence

east of Rakvere, 1 |
Shele Mining 50X1 50X1 501

2. The oil shale proceesed at the plant was mined in the lmmediats area. The
shafts ran directly under the plant. | | the open
Plt operations hed been ebandoned, and all the mining operations were under-
ground.. I do not know how meny minera were empleoyed or any deteils of mining
wethods, The eabandoned open pite were located about two miles northwest of

the plant.

Housing end Office Bulldings

3. The executlve homes Eae Enholosure (4) J were three~storied. They were in
rows of five on three streets. The director, chlef chemist;, and docter eachggyy
oceupled an entire dwelling. The rest of the houses were divided into three-
room epartments, ons epartment on each floor. I do not recall any details of

. the conatruction of these houses. | \
50X1 | He was responsible for operations and sales, both domestic
and export, I do not recall any detalls of the workers® barracks sinee I
never visited them. [ se Ehelosure:(4) -’. Both the plant workers and miners
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lived there. The executive homes and the worker's barracks were about one
half mile from the plant. We elther walked or used our_ bicycles to travel
between them. The office bullding Eee Enelosure :(A,-)Jx-ras a frame two-
story building, very barn-like in appearance. Its dimensions were approximately
‘ 4o'x180'. It was situated in a lower-lying ares and its roof wes level with
; the road. The resteurant wes a one-story freme bullding slightly larger than
’ the office building. Actually 1t was more of a community house. Movies and
pleys were shown there. It wes open to everybody. The restaurant was on the
south side of the building end wes cafeteria style. Very few plant personnel
ate there.

. HL )

4, The highwsy wes o two=ldsne -dird{ roed. It was an experimental romd lmpregnated
with an oil from the plant, then rolled.

Plant

5. The plant itself was surrounded by an eight-foot ¢ yclone chain-link fence. We
entered the plant through the main gate, showed our passes to the watchman, and
left our bicycles. The generator bulldlng was sbout 20' square and 25°' in heighi,
constructed of concrete with a f£lat roof. The waste gases obtained during the
gshale processing were used to move the generators. I never visited this bulld-
ingo

6. In each of the oil treatment huilldings there ware four distilling towers sbout
30-40 feet high. The shale wes transported to the top of the bulldings by e
conveyor end dumped into the towers. It was so controlled that a certain amount
of shale fell into the flre at the bottom and was used as fuel for the removal
of the oil from the other shale. The fuel produced was led off in pipes to the
reservoirs. These three bulldings had four stories esnd were 60-80' high. The

“walls were built of heavy stons and each story was supported by heavy steel
beems. They were rather old faghioned in appearance although bullt about 1920.
Building I-l @se Enclosure (4 contained two syelindricel cpsn vats, about: 12' in
diemeter end six feet high. I would estimate thelr cepacity at 500 cubic ft.
The oilsin these tenks were itreated with sodiwm hydroxide for reasons unknowan
50X1 to me. | | the Estonlan government was leying Toundations
for e fourth shale treatment building, I heve heard that the Soviets completed,
the bullding during their 1940=4l occupetion.

Products

7. I would estimete the plant had L0O=-500 producticn workers, There were five
femele techniclens in the production control laboretory end five chemists in
the resesrch lab. These facillitlies were located in Building I-2. The crude
produced could be fractionsd to gesoline [Poiling 40°-60C/~ 5%; petrolewm
ether /boiling 60°-120°C7 - 10%; kercsene [boiling 120°-180°7- 70%; s and
resid 18-15%. The kerosene was subJested to oracking in Bullding H /see Enclos=-
ure v(_ /# This bullding was completely overshadowed by the shale treatments
bulldings.

8. The oll produced was not composed of satureted hydrocarbons; a grest part oro
it wes phenolic in origin. The emphesie wes placed on kerosene /Polling 120 -
180°C7. The gaeoline produced was definltely of a much lower quality than
imported gesoline which consisted for the most part of saturated hydrccarbons.
Combustion was not complete since the gesoline contelned sulphur and gave off
80y fumes. There were no forelgn elemants present cother than sulphur. The
best gasoline produced was about TO octane. .

9. All the products were pecked into drums of ebout 50-60 gaellon capacity. There
wes & small engine in the yard to shift cars. I do not know whether there was
8 rallroed siding or vwhether products were trucked to the rallroed station.
Wartime Status

10. I heve heard that the plant was demegsd by the Germens when they retreated

but thet 1t has been rebullt and expanded by the Boviets. I beliave that
production could be increased four-fold from the highest production under the
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Estonian republic by the introductlon of better refining technigues. 1 have
no Tigures, however, on actual Estonian production.

11, Thé most oubstending lend mark of the plant was the huge ash pile @ee Enelosyre (g
which was 500-600 feet high and would be visible from either the sir o1 sca.

- end -

ENCLOSURE (4): Rough sketch of Kohtle JHrke Shale Oil Processing Plent.
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